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Basic Kindle Facts

• What’s a Kindle?  An e-book 

reader

• Launched November 2007

• Price: $359

• Publications available:
 >222,000 books (average ~$10)

 29 newspapers ($5.99 to $14.99/month) 

(NYT, WSJ & WP)

 21 magazines ($1.49 to $3.49/month)

 ~1200 blogs ($0.99 to $1.99/month)



Basic Kindle Facts (cont.)

• Least expensive book:  ―The 

Idiot Girl and the Flaming 

Tantrum of Death‖ by Laurie 

Notaro.  $0.00.

• Most expensive book: ―Nuclear 

Energy‖ by Zeynel Alkan et al. 

$6,232.00.



Basic Kindle Facts (cont.)

• Paperback in size; 10.3 oz.

• Internal memory ~200 books

• Additional SD Card: 
 ~735 books/GB; 

 32 GB card ~24,000 books

• Lorrin’s 33 Kindle books:
 Average 1.36 MB

 Smallest 0.16 MB

 Largest 6.37 MB



Basic Kindle Facts (cont.)

• Publications purchased using 

the Kindle or computer

• Publications are downloaded to 

Kindle in 1-2 minutes



Basic Kindle Facts (cont.)

• The battery

 Charges in ~2 hours

 20-30 hours use (wireless off)

 10-15 hours use (wireless on)

• Uses electronic paper display 

technology (e-ink).  See 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electronic_paper

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electronic_paper


Basic Kindle Facts (cont.)

• File formats: 

 Proprietary format (AZW)

 Public file formats (MOBI, PRC 

& TXT)



Basic Kindle Facts (cont.)

• Word processing documents can be e-

mailed to the Kindle ($0.10 per 

document converted)

 .doc

 .html & .htm

 .jpeg & .jpg

 .gif

 .png

 .bmp

 .pdf (experimental)



Basic Kindle Facts (cont.)

• Elementary Web browser

• Free access to:

 Google

Wikipedia

• MP3 player



Basic Kindle Facts (cont.)

• Uses Linux kernel as the OS

• Uses Whispernet  for 

communication (via Sprint 

EVDO network)
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Content Manager

• Publications can be…

– Moved

– Deleted

– Recovered from Amazon.com
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Using the Kindle 

Dictionary
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Searching

• Kindle Collection

• Wikipedia

• Google

• Kindle Store
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Shop in Kindle Store
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Go to a Location

Note:  There are no page numbers
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Kindle Limitations

• Black & white only

• Low resolution graphics (800 x 

600 pixels; 4 levels gray scale)

• Only linear paging 

• Ergonomics a bit clumsy—easy 

to push wrong buttons

• Text formatting sometimes 

awkward



Kindle Virtues

• Excellent for reading non-

technical documents

• Very good battery performance

• Handy for travelling

• Purchase and downloading of 

publications very easy

• Excellent storage capacity 
(Read 1 book/day for 65 years!)



The Competition in 2007

• Seiko e-ink E-Book Reader

• Bookeen Cybook V3

• LG Philips Flexible eBook

• Fujitsu eBook Demo



The Competition

• Sony PRS-700 Reader ($400) 
(See Sony eBook store at:  http://ebookstore.sony.com/ )

• Irex Digital Reader 1000S 

($859)

• Plastic Logic Reader (Spring 

2009).  Aimed toward 

newspapers

http://ebookstore.sony.com/


The Competition (cont.)
(Cell phone: a dark horse candidate?)

• 1 million e-book readers

• 295 million advanced cell phones 

(including 18 million iPhones)

• Very few books available, mostly 

out of copyright

• See BusinessWeek, Jan 19, 2009, 

p. 053



My View of the Kindle

• Excellent device for reading 

non-technical publications

• Solid technology

• Rather expensive ($359)*

• Good selection of books priced 

at ~$10.00

• It’s a winner!
___________

* Buy ~35 books to break even
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The End


